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Executive Summary 

The 2018 Annual Crime Report reflects an analytical design of crimes reported by the 
Brownsville Police Department to the Federal Bureau of Investigations.   

In 2018 the Brownsville Police Department adopted and converted into NIBRS reporting.  This 
shift in reporting from UCR to NIBRs was certified in March 2018.  The transition of methods 
has therefore yielded a hybrid result for the Crime Report Index.   

A quick snapshot of reported crime indicates that there were significant increases to certain 
categories of crime.  The increments are not indicative of an increase of actual offenses, but 
rather a result of the varied method of reporting. 

NIBRS is a victim based reporting system where as UCR is incident based. The method of 
reporting will therefore show increased numbers. 

I would like to thank the members of the Brownsville Police Department.  The compilation of 
the reporting document and continued decrease in crime are a direct reflection of their efforts and 
continued dedication.   

Our most sincere appreciation for the continued support from our community is well deserved.  It 
is our continued collaboration and team effort that continue to make our community a safe one to 
live in. 

Sincerely, 

Felix Sauceda 
Chief of Police 

Felix Sauceda 
Chief of Police 
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BROWNSVILLE CRIME INDEX COMPARISON 
 

2018 - 2017 

In 2018, the City of Brownsville Police Department successfully transitioned from the 
Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program to National Incident Based Reporting System 
(NIBRS).  The UCR utilized the reporting of seven index crimes, thus making it possible 
for measurement and analysis of the crime index.  The seven index crimes are 
categorized as either crimes against persons or property crimes.  Crimes against persons 
include murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault.  Property crimes include burglary, 
larceny-theft, and motor vehicle theft.  There are a number of differences between the 
UCR and the NIBRS yet the most important difference is that UCR is a summary based 
reporting system while NIBRS reports criminal offenses at the incident level.  Unlike 
data reported through the UCR Program’s traditional Summary Reporting System 
(SRS)—an aggregate monthly tally of crimes—NIBRS goes much deeper because of its 
ability to provide circumstances and context for crimes like location, time of day, and 
whether the incident was cleared. 

In calendar year 2018, there were a total of 4365 index crimes in the City of Brownsville 
as compared to 5,653 in 2017.  The crime index decreased 22.78 % when compared to 
2017. 
 
 
 

OFFENSE 2018 2017 +/- % 

Murder 2 6 -4 -66.67 

Rape 59 79 -20 -25.32 

Robbery 143 133 +10 7.52 

Aggravated Assault 459 259 +200 77.22 

Burglary 557 661 -104 -15.73 

Theft 3,009 4,374 -1,365 -31.21 

Motor Vehicle Theft 136 141 -5          -3.55 

TOTALS  4,365  5,653  -1,258      -22.78 %  
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 Crime Trends -- Crime trends are analyzed using two separate methods, crime volume 
and crime rates. 

 
o Crime Volume -- Crime volume is the sum of the seven index crimes. Trends can 

be evaluated when comparing the volume of index crimes from year to year. 
 

o Crime Rate – Crime rates are compiled to compensate for the changes in 
population and reflect the number of people affected by crime in a given 
population.   

 
 
 

TEN YEAR COMPARISON 
 

 

 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Murder 4 7 2 3 1 6 3 4 6 2 

Rape 26 31 37 38 61 103 53 50 79 59 

Robbery 152 165 109 125 136 138 154 130 133 143 

Aggravated  
Assault 

272 360 353 307 275 312 292 264 259 459 

Burglary 1,576 1,286 1,009 1,145 1,140 1,068 1,015 917 661 557 

Theft 7,865 7,784 7,015 6,986 6,441 6,258 6,498 4,960 4,374 3,009 

M.V. Theft 337 246 163 206 257 179 143 151 141 136 

Totals 10,232 9,879 8,688 8,810 8,311 8,064 8,158 6,476 5,653 4,365 

+ / - -540 -353 -1,191 +122 - 499 -247 +94 -1,682 -823 -1,288 

% change -5.01 -3.45 -12.06 +1.40 -5.66 -2.97 +1.17 -20.62  -12.71 -22.78 
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CRIME RATE 
2018 - 2017 COMPARISON 

 
Crime rates are compiled to compensate for the changes in population and reflect the number of 
people affected by crime in a given population.  These rates are expressed in the number of 
crimes per 100,000 residents.   
 
As of July 2017, the estimated population for Brownsville in 2018 was 183,299*. During 
calendar year 2018, Brownsville's crime rate was 2,381.36 crimes per 100,000 persons.  The 
crime rate decreased by 693.88 offenses per 100,000 in population which translates into a 
22.56% decrease when compared to 2017. 
 
 

Crimes Against 
Persons 

 
Per 100,000 in 

population 

OFFENSE 2018 2017 

MURDER 1.09 3.26 

RAPE 32.19 42.98 

ROBBERY 78.01 72.35 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 250.41 140.90 

TOTAL 361.70 259.49 

 

Property Crimes 
 

Per 100,000 in 
population 

OFFENSE 2018 2017 

BURGLARY 303.88 359.59 

THEFT 1,641.58 2,379.46 

M.V. THEFT 74.20 76.70 

TOTAL 2,019.65 2,815.75 

 
 

  

INDEX CRIME TOTALS 2,381.36 3,075.24 

 
* Source: U.S Census Bureau 
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Rotating Patrol Shifts and Traffic Enforcement 

 
Activity 

 
 2018 2017 

Calls for Service 164,572 155,943 

Crashes 4,285 4,291 

Alcohol Related Accidents 208 164 

Speed Related Accidents 1,329 1,423 

Accident Fatalities 13 10 

Traffic Citations 23,130 24,260 

Intersection Traffic Control 849 751 

Public Events 177 129 

 
 

Animal Control and Parking Enforcement 
 

Activity 
 

 2018 2017 

Animal Control Calls for Service 12,394 12,678 

Animal Bites 433 463 

Loose Animal 4,193 4,327 

Animal Disturbances 936 889 

Citations Issued 3,769 3,671 

Parking Enforcement Citations 16,235 19,221 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Uniform Services Command 
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Drug seizure information is presented in compliance with article 4476-15 5.14 VACS and 
its requirement that, "All law enforcement agencies in this state shall file monthly with 

the (DPS) Director a report of all arrests for drug offenses made and quantities of 
controlled substances seized by them during the preceding month.” 

Hazardous Devices Unit 

The Hazardous Devices Unit has the responsibility to not only 
keep up minimum training levels to maintain our certification, 
but to also recognize our national role as the front line against 
terrorist plots that involve explosive devices.   

As a nationally accredited Bomb Squad, it is incumbent upon the unit to remain vigilant 
to new threats and participate in programs that develop new policies, techniques, and 
equipment. 

Hazardous Devices Unit Volume 

Found Explosives   1 

Suspect Packages / Insert Devices  6 

Bomb Threats  5 

EOD K‐9 / Dignitary Sweeps  13 

Presentations  6 

Total Calls   31 

NARCOTIC SEIZURES OTHER SEIZURES 

Marijuana 545.44 lbs. Weapons 7 

Cocaine 55,305.48 gr. Vehicles 6 

Methamphetamine 4,908.36 gr. Currency $ 364,580.51 

Xanax 325 units 

Synthetic Marijuana 17.60 gr. 

Clonazepam 4 units  

Hydrocodone            4 units  

Narcotics and Controlled Substance  
Enforcement Unit 
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The Brownsville Crime Stoppers Program began 
in 1982 from the efforts of our Chamber of 
Commerce and the Brownsville Police 
Department. Our Program now operates as an 
independent organization. The concept has 
developed into a combination of efforts by local 
media, businesses, civic and social clubs, law 
enforcement agencies, and the public. 
Brownsville Crime Stoppers is an anonymous 
reward program that involves the citizens, the 
media, and local area law enforcement in an 
effective crime control program.  The program is 
designed to assist law enforcement agencies in 
the identification, apprehension, and prosecution 
of persons suspected of having committed a 
criminal act. 
Crime Stoppers is based on the principle that "someone other than the criminal has 
information that can solve a crime" and was created to combat the three major problems 
faced by law enforcement in generating that information: fear of reprisal, an attitude of 
apathy, or reluctance to get involved. 

  
  

RREEPPOORRTT  CCRRIIMMEESS  YYOOUU  SSEEEE!!  
WWee  wwaanntt  yyoouurr  ttiippss  nnoott  yyoouurr  nnaammee  

554466‐‐TTIIPPSS  ((88447777))  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 2 0 1 8  

Tips Received 582 

Arrests 45 

Cases Cleared 53 

 
Property Recovered $ 500 

Narcotics Recovered $ 37,262 

Rewards Approved 18 

Amount of Rewards $ 7,100 

 
Crime Stoppers Program 
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2018 Summary of Facts  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 The City of Brownsville is approximately 146.3 square miles. 

 
 Estimated population 183,299. 

 
 241 average number of sworn personnel on staff.   

 
 100 civilian personnel. 
 
 164,572 calls for service were handled by police personnel. 

 
 4365 Part I Crime Index offenses were reported. 

 
 Crime Index decreased by 22.78% in 2018 compared to 2017. 
 
 The crime rate for the City of Brownsville was 2,381.36 index offenses per 100,000 population. 

 
 Crimes against persons increased 38.99%. 

 
 Property crimes decreased by 28.48%. 

 
 Residential burglaries accounted for 61.04% of all burglaries reported.  

 
 20.83% of all burglaries were cleared. 

 
 136 actual motor vehicle thefts, a 3.55 decrease from 2017. 

 
 The estimated value for stolen vehicles was $1,149,424. 

 
 The three most popular make of vehicles stolen were Ford, Foreign, and Chevrolet. 

 
 142 stolen vehicles were recovered, a 21.11% decrease from 2017. 

 
 The estimated value for recovered stolen vehicles was $1,234,370. 
 
 4,845 persons were booked into City Jail. 

 
 3,802 of all persons booked were male, which represent 78.47% of all bookings.  
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